
HIRSCH ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH AND TRAVEL GRANTS  

FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS 

GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING 

 

 
 
The CIAMS Hirsch Archaeological Research and Travel Grant program supports graduate student 

research in any area of archaeology and material studies.  

 

Please read these guidelines thoroughly. Students should feel free to consult with the director of CIAMS 

about applying for Hirsch funding.  

 

Eligibility  

Any graduate student who is a member of CIAMS is eligible to apply. 

 

MA students should normally be in the first year of their degree, and have completed at least half of the 

necessary course requirements. Their thesis prospectus must be submitted and approved before an 

application is made, and all expenses must relate to MA-thesis research. There is no formal cap, but 

students typically apply for not more than $2500. 

 

PhD students who have completed all eligibility requirements may apply for two (one per year) grants to 

support research and training broadly relevant to areas of possible future dissertation research prior to 

reaching candidacy (i.e., before the A Exam). These grants typically will not exceed $2500 in total over 

the two years. Following successful completion of the A exam, doctoral candidates may apply for grants 

in support of work that relates directly to their proposed dissertation project. These grants typically do not 

exceed $3500. Subsequent grant requests may be considered if accompanied by evidence of significant 

pursuit of external funding.   

 

New applications can only be made once all reporting requirements have been satisfied from any prior 

awards. Applications should be submitted 6 weeks before travel or research is scheduled to commence.  

 

Guidelines 

Hirsch funds are ideally suited to, but are not limited to, the following kinds of research and travel 

expenses: 

• Travel and living expenses for research-related fieldwork or training, collections-based 

research, ethnographic fieldwork pertaining to archaeology and heritage, or public 

archaeology and community engagement 

• Costs associated with materials analysis, such as radiocarbon dating, chemical 

characterization, petrography, isotopic analysis, specialist analysis of plant and animal 

remains, etc. 

• Computer software and/or licenses 

• The acquisition of spatial data (e.g., satellite imagery, aerial photography, etc.) 



• Tuition support for methodological and/or regional training broadly relevant to areas of thesis 

research. 

• Costs associated with equipment, including purchase of new equipment, insurance coverage 

for existing CIAMS equipment, excess baggage fees, etc. 

 

Equipment (or other durable items, like software) purchased using CIAMS funds that is valued at $200 or 

more is the property of CIAMS. These items must be provide to the Director upon completion of the 

research.  

 

How to Apply  

An application for funding includes: 

1. A completed application form; 

2. A copy of your Cornell transcript (either official or unofficial); 

3. A letter of support from your committee chair, which (i) explains how this project relates to 

your goals and progress at Cornell, and (ii) comments on the merits of the application. The form 

may be downloaded from the CIAMS funding web page. The letter of support should be sent 

directly by your advisor to Laura Sabatini (ldw59@cornell.edu). 

4. a list of all previous funding applications (from CIAMS or external sources), and the status of 

those awards. 

 

If you have questions about how to prepare your application, feel free to consult with your committee, the 

Director of Graduate Studies, or the Director. We are here to help. To submit an application, email your 

materials to Laura Sabatini (ldw59@cornell.edu). We accept applications at any time. Funding requests 

must be received at least 6 weeks before the funds are needed. 

 

Reporting  

The Cornell University Accounting Office requires documentation for all awards. If you receive CIAMS 

funding, you will be asked to provide documentation for your expenditures. We also require that 

awardees share their experience with the CIAMS community, providing a short paragraph and photo to 

the CIAMS Assistant Director for communication on our website and other reports. 
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